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SUBJECT: SAHARA WATCH: MAURITANIAN REACTION TO OAU MEETING 

1 . MAURITANIAN FOREIGN MINISTER MOUKNASS PRAISED HANDLING OF 
WESTERN SAHARA ISSUE BY OAU COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. SPEAKING 
TO REPORTERS 

IN NOUAKCHOTT MARCH 3 FOLLOWING HIS RETURN FROM ADDIS ABABA, 
MOUKNASS 

DESCRIBED POLISARIO AS "SUBVERSIVE MOVEMENT, A POLITICAL OPPOSITION 
MOVEMENT DIRECTED BY ARMCHAIR MERCENARIES OF MAURITANIAN AND 
MOROCCAN NATIONALITY." MOUKNASS NOTED THAT MAURITANIAN AND 
MOROCCAN DELEGATIONS EMPHASIZED AT MEETING THAT ALL AFRICAN 
COUNTRIES ARE FACED WITH POLITICAL OPPOSITION FROM OUTISDE. CERTAIN 
OF THESE OPPOSITION GROUPS ARE FINANCED AND DIRECTED BY CERTAIN 
COUNTRIES, PARTICULARLY ALGERIA WHICH WANTS TO CONTINUE TO BRING 
PRESSURE TO BEAR AGAINST SPECIFIC COUNTRIES. 

2. MOUKNASS COMMENTED THAT FOLLOWING DEBATES ON SAHARA QUESTION 
BY OAU POLITICAL COMMITTEE, TWENTY-THREE OF FORTY-SEVEN MEMBER 
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MOVEMENT" OR AGAINST RECOGNITION PENDING MORE PERSUASIVE 
JUSTIFICATION. 

3. EXPLAINING THAT OAU DECIDED TO LEAVE QUESTION OF RECOGNITION 
OF SAHARAN ENTITY TO EACH COUNTRY, MOUKNASS CONCLUDED THAT 
"NO ONE CAN IGNORE OR CONTEST THAT DECISION TAKEN BY OAU 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS IS A WISE DECISION, WHICH REINFORCES 

UNITY AND VIABILITY OF OUR ORGANIZATION.” HE ADDED THAT 
MAURITANIA AND MOROCCO CAN ONLY REJOICE AT THESE RESULTS. 

4. MOUKNASS SAID LIFE IS RETURNING TO NORMAL IN WADI 
DHEHAB, ADDING THAT TASK BEFORE MAURITANIA TODAY IS TO SET 
FORTH GUIDELINES FOR DEVELOPMENT PLAN IN THIS NORTHERN 
REGION. HE ASSURED "EACH MAURITANIAN AND EACH MAURITANIAN 

OF WADI DHEHAB" THAT HONORABLE CONDITIONS WILL BE GUARANTEED 
FOR HARMONIOUS INTEGRATION OF WADI DHEHAB INTO MAURITANIA. 

5. REFERRING TO DIGNIFIED SPANISH DEPARTURE FROM WESTERN 
SAHARA. MOUKNASS ASSURED "GREAT SPANISH PEOPLE AND ITS 
GOVERNMENT OF THE SINCERE FRIENDSHIP OF MAURITANIA'S PEOPLE 
AND GOVERNMENT." HE ADDED THAT "A GREAT ERA OF MUTUAL 
COOPERATION AND RESPECT IS OPENING BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES, 

AND MAURITANIA, AS FAR AS IT IS CONCERNED, PLACES ITSELF IN 

THIS PERSPECTIVE IN ITS RELATIONS WITH SPAIN. "HANDYSIDE 
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